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Abstract 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To discriminate the kind of a disk by 
discriminating the kind of a disk based on the number of tracking error 
signals to be obtained when a pickup means is moved by a fixed distance in 
the radial direction of the disk. 

SOLUTION: When a disk is wanted to be discriminated, a controller 19 moves 
an optical pickup 1 by a fixed distance in the radial direction of the disk with 
a constant linear velocity. Then, tracking error signals are generated with the 
moving of a beam spot and the number of the tracking error signals is 
counted by counting them by a counter 15. For example, when the pickup 1 
is moved by 3J2 &mu m, when a disk is a CD disk, since the track pitch of 
the disk Is 1^ &mu m, tracking error signals are counted by two pieces and 
when a disk is a DVD disk, since the track pitch is the disk is 0.6 &mu m, 
the tracking error signals are counted by 5 pieces. Since numbers of tracking 
error signals are different by kinds of disks like above, the kind of the disk 
can be surely discriminated from the number of the tracking error signals by 
a disk kind discriminator 16. 
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